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Showing Respect





June 4, 2017


Lesson 1





Have preteens create a make-believe nation that they could be a part of. Then ask them to come up with a list of five ways that visitors to their make-believe nation are to show respect while there. As preteens have ideas, write their ideas on the board. Then SAY: Showing respect means “to admire someone or something that is good, valuable, or important; to give high or special regard.” Let’s discover how God wants us to respect and obey His Word.


 





If you travel west of Tucson, Arizona, you’ll enter the second largest Indian nation in the United States. This nation consists of roughly 2.8 million acres of forests, mountains, and small villages. The 33,000 members of the Tohono O’odham Nation who live there welcome visitors into their nation—if visitors are respectful. To help visitors understand what that entails, members of the O’odham Nation put together a list of tips. It includes: dressing modestly, always asking permission before taking pictures, leaving property untouched, and “shutting your mouth and opening your ears—particularly when an elder is speaking.” Like other Native Americans, the members of the Tohono O’odham Nation highly value and respect the wisdom that comes with age. Every May they celebrate Elders’ Day to honor tribal elders and the wisdom they have gained. One of the speakers at last year’s event, Edward Manuel, said: “Elders may need our help, but we need their help too. 


We need to interact with each other and share the collected wisdom. 


We need to respect, love, and help each other.”








• What are some ways visitors can show respect while visiting the Tohono O’odham Nation?


• What does it mean to show respect? 


 








Will you choose to respect and obey God’s Word?








