​​[image: image1.png]Article and activity by Rebecca Haynes Mott
Photo by iStock/Thinkstock

A PreTeen Resource by HeartShaper® Curriculum. Permission is
granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not

for resale.

-

-

- -,

" Think
* Aboutlt...

~

~





Celebrate!





What do people celebrate? Greeting cards give a good clue. Americans buy about 6.5 billion greeting cards each year. Lots of those are birthday cards, since birthdays are celebrated everywhere in the world every day. But when it comes to specific holidays, the most cards purchased—about 1.6 billion of them—are for Christmas. Next in line are the cards for Mother’s Day (over 100 million) and Valentine’s Day (also over 100 million). Father’s Day, Easter, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and St. Patrick’s Day are also big card-selling days. You don’t need a card to celebrate though; you just need a reason. The National Day Calendar gives you thousands of reasons to celebrate! It posts online celebrations for every day of the year. On April 18 you can celebrate National Animal Crackers Day. And on April 20 you can celebrate National Lima Bean Day!








April 16, 2017


Special Lesson





Put students into pairs, and give each pair a sheet of paper and colored pencils or markers. Tell them to work together to create a greeting card to celebrate something—it’s up to them to choose what they want to celebrate. After a few minutes, let preteens show their cards and read what they wrote. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word to find out about something that everyone should celebrate! 


 





• What are some other things worth celebrating? 


• How do you like to celebrate?


 








How will you celebrate Jesus’ power over sin and death?








