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U.S. Olympian Ryan Lochte made some bad decisions while he and three teammates partied in Rio de Janeiro. The swimmers got drunk, tore up a gas station sign, and disrespected authorities. Lochte’s worst decision, however, was in trying to hide the truth by saying they had been robbed at gunpoint. When investigators discovered that Lochte’s story was not entirely true, Brazilians were outraged that the Americans had tried to make the people of Rio look bad. The four American swimmers were angry at the damage to their reputations—even though they had done some wrong things. But Olympic spokesperson Mario Andrada quickly forgave the swimmers. “Let’s give these kids a break,” he said. “They made a mistake. It’s part of life. Life goes on.” Unfortunately, Mr. Andrada’s forgiveness does not erase consequences. Lochte has lost the respect of others, been dropped from endorsement contracts, and faces discipline by the Olympic Committee. 








• Why does Ryan Lochte need forgiveness? 


• Why is it sometimes hard to forgive others?











August 28, 2016


Lesson 13





Will you forgive friends and others God’s way?





Write the word “forgive” vertically on the board. Ask students to think of phrases or sentences relating to forgiveness that begin with each letter. For example, for F it might be “Friends forgive when you do something stupid.” Write one phrase or sentence for each letter. When finished, ask preteens to see what conclusions they can draw about forgiveness. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word and see what it says about forgiveness. 


 





What About Friendship?








