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Do you know what a military deployment is? Kids who have at least one parent in the military can usually tell you all about it. When someone in the military is deployed, he or she is assigned to a different location. This is to get soldiers and staff in place, in case they are needed. A person who is deployed leaves home and family and goes to another location—maybe even to another country. Currently, about 150,000 U.S. soldiers are deployed around the world. Deployments, which can last anywhere from 90 days to 15 months, usually mean lots of changes for the families left at home. Sometimes families relocate to be near other family members. Or the parent at home may take a different job. Routines and schedules change. And even though family members can e-mail, text, call, or Skype to keep in touch, deployment is not easy for anyone. 








• How would you feel if one of your parents was deployed? 


• What are some other changes that happen in families?
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Lesson 3





Will you trust God in changing family situations?





Have students call out some changes that happen in families, and write their ideas on the board. After a minute or so, read each one aloud. Tell preteens to give a thumbs-up for each change that they think is a good change and give a thumbs-down for each change that they think is not a good change. SAY: Let’s dig into God’s Word and find out who learned to trust God in changing family situations.








Family Changes








